
a r e  w e  t h e r e  y e t ?
1 5 0  y e a r s  o f  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s  e q u a l i t y 

1 7  a u g u s t  –  6  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 5

a N  e X H i b i t i o N  g u i d e
m m u  s p e c i a l  c o l l e c t i o N s



This guide accompanies the exhibition “Are we there 
yet? 150 years of progress towards equality” which 
invites visitors to consider how far we have come in 
achieving equality in the UK. As with the exhibition, the 
guide examines time periods within this history; looking 
at some social and legal developments and at changes 
in children’s literature. The guide has been written 
by members of Manchester Metropolitan University’s 
Equality and Diversity Team and Fora, who also curated 
the exhibition.

introduction



background
In the early nineteenth century, the vote was only available to 
a small minority of British men and several reform movements 
were actively campaigning for the vote to be extended to 
working class men. On 16th August 1819, a demonstration 
took place at St Peter’s Field in Manchester, organised by the 
Manchester Patriotic Union. Its purpose was to demand the 
reform of parliamentary representation. Over 60,000 people 
attended the demonstration, but it came to a tragic end when 
soldiers mounted on horseback were brought in to disperse 
the crowds. The soldiers charged, resulting in an estimated 18 
deaths and injuries to over 700 men, women and children. This 
tragic event became known as the Peterloo Massacre, an ironic 
comparison to the Battle of Waterloo (1815). 

children’s literature
The fairy tale was becoming an important genre for children’s 
stories in the 19th century. In 1812, the Brothers Grimm published 
the first volume of Kinder-und Hausmärchen (Children’s and 
Household Tales). These popular stories reinforced gender 
stereotypes and would influence society for generations. Female 
characters, though abundant, were simply there to uphold male 
standards.  The remaining characters tended to lack diversity, 
generally being white, able-bodied and heterosexual. In Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, published in 1843, the character 
of Tiny Tim serves as a reminder that, at that time, the lives of 
disabled people were simply pitied. 



 Key legislation
The Representation of the People’s Act 1867 allowed 
one million more men the right to vote.  Importantly, the 
Act failed to make it clear that the ‘people’ to whom it 
gave the vote should be men. As a result, some women 
felt that they were entitled to vote (if they had the 
property qualifications required by the Act).  

 Key events
In 1867, Manchester shopkeeper Lily Maxwell was 
mistakenly included in the Register of Electors because 
she met the property requirements that were applied to 
men. She exercised her right to vote and became the 
first woman to vote in a municipal election. Her vote 
was eventually disallowed but she campaigned with 
Lydia Becker, leader of the Women’s Suffrage Society 
in Manchester, to persuade other women to add their 
names to the electoral role. This resulted in a court 
case known as Chorlton v Lings where 5,346 women 
householders of Manchester tried to register as voters. 
In court, on 7th November 1868, a barrister appearing 
for the women was Dr Richard Pankhurst, husband 
of Emmeline Pankhurst. The law found the women to 
be ‘personally incapable’ and so they lost their case.  
However, the struggle for votes for women continued. 

1865 – 1899



The 1890s are notable for the trials of Oscar Wilde. 
Wilde brought the first case himself, a libel suit 
against the father of his young friend Lord Alfred 
Douglas (known as Bosie). Bosie’s father was the 
Marquess of Queensberry. The Marquess had tried to 
separate Wilde and Bosie and left an accusatory note 
naming Wilde as a ‘sodomite’. Wilde’s attempt to sue 
was destroyed in court and evidence of a string of 
relationships between him and young men was sent to 
the prosecuting authorities. As a result, Wilde faced 
criminal proceedings for ‘gross indecency’. The first trial 
resulted in a hung jury, but the second led to a two-year 
jail sentence, which Wilde bore with some strength of 
character. Wilde wrote the poem The Ballad of Reading 
Gaol (1898) after his release from prison. At this time, he 
was living in exile in France and he died in Paris in 1900. 
Wilde’s trials and imprisonment led to generally harsher 
views against same-sex liaisons. 
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 children’s literature
Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
was published in 1865, creating one of the most 
recognisable female characters in children’s books. Alice 
is both a female protagonist and a character outside of 
the ordinary. In Victorian England, girls were expected 
to be well behaved and to do as they were told. On the 
contrary, Alice is inquisitive, curious and autonomous.  

Scottish author Helen Bannerman’s first book, Little 
Black Sambo, was published in 1899. The story was 
based on stereotypical depictions of race and yet had 
mass appeal.  

social attitudes to race
Although slavery was abolished in the UK in 1833, 
approaches to racial diversity were quite different to 
today. Victorian Christmas cards depicted black adults 
and children as naively sending festive greetings, in 
broken English.  

1865 – 1899



 Key legislation 
This historical period includes two world wars, which had huge 
impact on future international relations and made a difference 
to the role of women in society. The suffragettes stopped their 
action during the First World War. After the war had ended, 
some women were given the vote in the Representation of the 
People Act 1918. However, it was not until 1928 that women 
finally achieved the vote on an equal standing with men, in the 
aptly named Equal Franchise Act.  

After the Second World War, the Welfare State was established 
in a series of important pieces of legislation. Servicemen 
returning with disabilities had been one factor in changing 
attitudes to infirmity. In 1948, the National Assistance Act 
abolished the ancient ‘Poor Law’ and established a system of 
benefits for those not able to work.  

 Key events
In October 1903, a small group of women, including Emmeline 
Pankhurst, founded the Women’s Social and Political Union 
at the Pankhurst’s home in Nelson Street, Manchester. The 
group campaigned for votes for women at a time when women 
were barred from many professions and when men (and some 
women) believed that women were not intellectually capable of 
voting. Two years later, in October 1905, Christabel Pankhurst 
(Emmeline’s eldest daughter) and Annie Kenney (a working 
class factory girl) attended a Liberal meeting at the Free Trade 
Hall in Manchester. During the meeting, they unfurled a banner 
asking ‘Will the Liberal government give votes to women?’ but 
their question was ignored. Christabel repeated the question 
and the meeting broke into uproar. A policeman ejected them 
and Christabel spat in his face ensuring that she was arrested. 

1900 – 1949



Charged with causing an obstruction, both women 
chose imprisonment rather than pay a fine, which 
brought their cause to the attention of the media, and 
they were taken to Strangeways Gaol. This was the 
beginning of the period of militant action in the struggle 
for women’s suffrage.  

In April 1920, members of the National League of the 
Blind and Disabled (NLBD) trade union marched to 
campaign for the Blind Persons Act (1920). This act 
meant that blind young people were now able to take 
the same exams as sighted young people. 

In 1948, a wheelchair archery competition held in the 
grounds of Stoke Mandeville Hospital became another 
marker of change. A few years earlier, in 1944, the 
UK’s first specialist unit for treating spinal injuries was 
established at the hospital by Dr Ludwig Guttmann. 
He organised the first Stoke Mandeville Games in 1948 
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(on the same day that the Summer Olympics began 
in London) to encourage disabled military personnel 
who were being treated at the unit to take part. The 
Games took place again the following year and in 1952, 
they welcomed their first overseas competitors, Dutch 
World War Two veterans, to compete alongside the 
British. Dr Guttmann’s Games became the forerunners 
of the Paralympic Games and the first overseas Stoke 
Mandeville Games took place in Rome in 1960, one 
week after the Olympic Games ended.

The black British population was growing during the 
first half of the twentieth century. In October 1945 the 
fifth Pan-African Congress was held in Chorlton-on-
Medlock Town Hall (now part of the Grosvenor Building 
at Manchester Metropolitan University). The conference 
brought together activists from across Africa and local 
people to discuss topics including The Colour Problem 
in Britain.  After the Second World War, in 1948, the 
cruise ship Empire Windrush brought over 490 people 
from the Caribbean to live in Britain, marking the 
beginning of social changes that eventually led to a 
multicultural British population.  



 children’s literature
The campaign for women’s right to vote found its way into 
children’s literature when Votes for Catharine Susan and 
Me was published in 1910. It was written and illustrated by 
Kathleen Ainslie who produced a series of books about the 
adventures of a Dutch peg doll called Catharine Susan. 

Although still underrepresented in this period, a few 
more disabled characters featured in children’s literature. 
However, some of these were utterly villainous such as 
Captain Hook in J.M. Barrie’s Peter and Wendy (1911). The 
disabled pirate had already appeared in children’s stories 
such as Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island (1883) with 
the character Long John Silver. Not only were they both 
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physically disabled, but also their names and the portrayals of 
their disabilities further reinforced their evil characters. 

In children’s literature, there were numerous stories of wartime 
bravery and one of these, CouCou La Goutte Plays Her Part in 
the War by Hélène Terré (1942) provides an early example of a 
positive depiction of a Senegalese, female heroine.   

social attitudes
1928 saw the publication of The Well of Loneliness written by 
Radclyffe Hall. It described the life of ‘sexual invert’ Stephen 
Gordon, an upper-class English woman who was attracted to 
other women, including Mary Llewellyn, whom she met whilst 
working as an ambulance driver during the First World War. 
Although the novel did not depict any sexual scenes, it was 
subject to an obscenity trial in a British court. At the end of 
Chapter 38 Stephen asks Mary,  

‘Have you understood?  Do you realise now 
what it’s going to mean if you give yourself to 
me?’ Then she stopped abruptly ... Mary was 
crying. ...

But Mary turned on her with very bright eyes: 
‘You can say that - you, who talk about loving! 
What do I care for all that you have told me?  
What do I care for the world’s opinion? ...’

Stephen bent down and kissed Mary’s hands 
very humbly, for now she could find no words 
any more ... and that night they were not 
divided.



 Key events
In 1955, in the United States, Rosa Parks refused to give up her 
seat on the bus for a white person.  She became a symbol of the 
civil rights movement in the United States. Meanwhile, British 
society continued to change, with more people from countries 
of the former British Empire coming to the UK. By the end of the 
decade racial tension was evident with reports of hundreds of 
young white ‘Teddy Boys’ on the streets of Notting Hill, causing 
fear and carrying out attacks on people’s homes. In response to 
this, Claudia Jones organised a Caribbean Carnival in 1959, which 
was the precursor to the world-famous Notting Hill Carnival.

 children’s literature
Enid Blyton’s books for children were increasingly popular from 
the 1940s onwards. In the Noddy books, black characters called 
golliwogs were used to play naughty and troublesome characters. 
In Here Comes Noddy Again! (1951) golliwogs lure Noddy into 
the ‘dark, dark woods’ where they steal his car and clothes.  
In recent editions of this story, these characters have been  
re-written as goblins to remove the negative representations  
of race.

social attitudes
The 1950s were a period of recovery from war, with many British 
youngsters tasting exotic foods like bananas for the first time as 
trade opened up again. Women were, once again, expected to 
be homemakers. They may have been out at work during the war, 
but in the relative freedom of peacetime they were to go home 
and make babies. 

1950 – 1959



In 1952, three parents and a social 
worker founded the Spastics Society 
(now known as SCOPE) so that 
children with cerebral palsy could 
have access to a full education. 
Medical understandings of disability 
were still dominant in the 1950s but 
there were some steps towards a 
rights-based agenda.  

Homosexuality remained so frowned 
upon in the 1950s that many were 
keen to deny or hide their lifestyles. 
The flamboyant gay entertainer 
Liberace successfully sued the 
Daily Mirror newspaper when they 
described him as ‘fruit-flavoured’ in a 
1956 column. He gave evidence in court denying that 
he was homosexual and won substantial damages.  

During the Second World War, the mathematician Alan 
Turing worked as a code-breaker at Bletchley Park. 
Turing moved to Manchester after the war to take up 
a post at the University of Manchester. Sadly, he was 
sentenced to chemical castration (via injections of 
oestrogen) when his relationship with a man led to a 
conviction of gross indecency. Turing died in Wilmslow 
in 1954; it is unclear whether his death was accidental  
or suicide. 

By 1957, British society was beginning to move in a 
more liberal direction and the influential Wolfenden 
Report, published in that year, recommended that 
homosexuality between consenting adults might be 
legalised.  

Alan Turing 
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 Key legislation 
Leo Abse, Labour MP for Pontypool, worked for the 
liberalisation of criminal law on homosexuality and introduced 
a bill into parliament, which became the Sexual Offences Act 
1967. This decriminalised homosexual acts in private, where 
both parties were at least 21 years of age. However, this was 
not equal treatment and the gay rights campaigner Peter 
Tatchell later argued that it meant more men were charged with 
offences, if they were caught having sex in a public place.    

There was concern about the forms of discrimination faced by 
black people in Britain who were seeking work and places to 
live. This led to the first legislation to outlaw discrimination on 
the grounds of race, which was passed in 1965. The provisions 
of this legislation were strengthened in the Race Relations Act 
1968.

In 1967, parliament passed the Abortion Act, which allowed the 
possibility of legal abortion for the first time. The Act arose from 
concerns about the dangers of illegal abortions as much as from 
claims for the rights of women to control their own bodies. The 
weaknesses of this piece of legislation were quickly apparent, 
however, it remains in force today.  

 Key events
The Disablement Income Group, set up in 1965 by two women, 
campaigned for better benefits for people across the range 
disabilities. This was a new form of disabled activism and was 
influential around the UK.  

1960 – 1969



 children’s literature 
American author Ezra Jack Keats began publishing his stories 
in the late 1960s, whilst many children were still reading Enid 
Blyton’s novels. African-American hero Peter appears in a 
number of Keats’ books such as The Snowy Day (1962) and in 
Whistle for Willie (1964). Keats’ work has been credited with 
introducing multiculturalism into western children’s literature.

social attitudes
The 1960s are often referred to as a time of sexual liberation and 
it is true that new forms of contraception and changes in ideas 
about relationships began to impact on people’s lives. 

Schoolchildren around the country were encouraged to collect 
the aluminium bottle tops from milk bottles. The aluminium was 
recycled and the money raised was used by The Guide Dogs for 
the Blind Association to pay for the training of guide dogs. This 
early form of recycling raised awareness amongst children about 
the difference that could be made to disabled lives by providing 
the right kinds of assistance.   



 Key legislation 
In 1970, British law recognised the rights of disabled people in 
statute for the first time, in the Chronically Sick and Disabled 
Persons Act. This was a private member’s bill, promoted in 
parliament by Alf Morris, MP for Wythenshawe, and it attempted 
to ensure that local authorities had a duty to provide services for 
disabled people. These included issues that are still troublesome 
for disabled people today (such as access to public buildings) but 
the Act has been described as a ‘Magna Carta’ for disabled people.

The passing of the Equal Pay Act 1970 meant that, for the first 
time, women were to be paid at the same level as men. However, 
45 years later, it is fair to say that women are still not achieving 
equal pay. Nevertheless, the new concept of gender-neutral pay 
was of considerable importance in the early 1970s. Five years later, 
the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 outlawed forms of discrimination 
that often operated to bar women from certain kinds of work and 
prevented them from accessing some institutions.

Law on racial equality continued to evolve when the Race Relations 
Act 1976 replaced earlier legislation from the late 1960s. This 
Act referred to discrimination on the grounds of race, colour, 
nationality, ethnic and national origin. It also established the 
Commission for Racial Equality, whose aims included ‘encouraging 
greater integration and better relations between people’.  

 Key events
In the 1970s, the so-called ‘second wave’ of the women’s rights 
movement grew in the UK. In 1971, the world’s first safe house for 
women and children escaping domestic violence opened in West 
London. The first British Rape Crisis centre opened in 1976, in 
London. Manchester women’s refuge and Manchester Rape Crisis 
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were both set up in this decade. The activist Gay Liberation 
Front formed in 1970 and a new consciousness amongst gay 
men and lesbians led to a more confident form of campaigning 
for fair treatment. The first British Gay Pride rally was held in 
London in 1972, the same year that the first Caribbean Carnival 
was held in Moss Side, Manchester, and the feminist magazine 
Spare Rib was launched.

1976 saw the abolition of the “invalid carriage” scheme. These 
three-wheeled, motorised vehicles were provided free of charge 
to disabled people who qualified for the scheme. The vehicles 
were designed to carry one person only and proved quite 
dangerous. There are stories of people who drove theirs with a 
weight inside (half a sack of potatoes in one account) to make 
sure the vehicle would not be blown over in the wind! The new 
scheme introduced in the late 1970s moved away from this 
stigmatising form of award, towards a cash sum to help disabled 
people buy a suitable mainstream car.  

 children’s literature
The 1970s was a significant decade in publishing for teenagers. 
American author Judy Blume released a number of books that 
were frequently banned in schools due to representations of 
teenage sexuality. Blume’s Deenie (1973) discusses the heroine’s 
emerging sexuality and deals with her problems coming to terms 
with her diagnosis of scoliosis. 

The children’s school adventure The Turbulent Term of Tyke 
Tiler (1977) by English author Gene Kemp challenged gender 
stereotypes. Tyke leads the way in a number of exciting stories 
whilst Tyke’s gender remains ambiguous. This leads the reader 
to assume the assertive child is a boy. In the final chapter, it is 
revealed that Tyke’s name is Theodora, and she is a girl. 



 Key legislation 
Section 28 of the Local Government Act 1988 banned the 
promotion of homosexuality as a ‘pretended family relationship’ 
by local authorities and schools. Activists campaigned against 
Section 28 and in February 1988 a large march took place in 
Manchester, under the slogan ‘Never Going Underground’, 
seeking to repeal the Act.

 Key events 
The United Nations declared 1981 the International Year of 
Disabled People and the decade saw the development of a 
new approach to understanding disability. The academic and 
disability activist Mike Oliver published an article in 1986:

1980 – 1989
local government act 1988
section 28 

2a Prohibition on promoting homosexuality by teaching 
or by publishing material.
(1)  A local authority shall not— 

(a)  intentionally promote homosexuality or publish 
material with the intention of promoting 
homosexuality; 

(b)  promote the teaching in any maintained school of 
the acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended 
family relationship.



This paper suggests that current ways of thinking about 
disability are inadequate, both theoretically and as a basis 
for social policy. The main reason for this is that most writers 
have remained locked within a ‘personal tragedy theory 
of disability’ and have failed to examine the concept of 
disability critically.
Journal of Disability, Handicap and Society, Volume 1, Issue 
1, 1986

This new ‘social model’ suggested that disability is a social 
construct, rather than a description of a person’s specific 
impairments or abilities. The Greater Manchester Coalition 
of Disabled People was established in 1985, and the group 
played an important role in campaigning for access to transport, 
education, housing, welfare, and much more. 

Later in the 1980s, jumble sales were held in the Gay Village 
in Manchester to raise money for AIDs and HIV causes. In the 
1990s, this evolved into a full programme of activities, running 
over the August Bank Holiday weekend, which eventually 
became known as Manchester Pride.

 children’s literature 
Alongside the growing disability activism, disabled people 
began appearing in children’s literature more regularly during 
the 1980s. Believing that all children should be able to see 
themselves in characters in the books they read, author Verna 
Wilkins set up Tamarind Books in 1987, an inclusive publishing 
firm that specialises in producing children’s books with diverse 
characters. 

In 1983, Susanne Bösche’s children’s book Jenny Lives with Eric 
and Martin was released in England, causing great controversy. 



The story follows a five year-old girl living with her father and 
his male partner, with accompanying images depicting the child 
lying in bed with the two semi-naked men. 

social attitudes
The 1980s were a difficult era for the gay community. Some were 
experiencing a greater freedom to express their sexuality visibly, 
as the recent film Pride (2014) showed in depicting the groups 
‘Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners’. However, the AIDs 
epidemic had hit the UK, causing many deaths.  

The second-wave of feminism continued into the 1980s and 
Manchester Women’s Liberation Newsletter showed the close 
links forged between lesbian groups and feminist organisations 
in their shared fight to highlight specific social problems, such as 
violence against women.

Activists began looking outward during this period, campaigning 
for equality for foreign nationals. Many British people joined 
the Anti-Apartheid movement during the 1980s, campaigning 
against racial segregation in South Africa, while hundreds of 
Manchester residents were involved in anti-deportation rallies 
in support of Sri Lankan national, Viraj Mendis. Mendis was 
eventually removed from the church in Hulme where he was 
claiming sanctuary and was deported back to Sri Lanka.

1980 – 1989



 Key legislation 
In 1990, disabled activists took to the streets of London to 
campaign for accessible transport. Two years later, protests were 
staged against the imagery used to represent disabled people 
by the ITV Telethon, which raised money for charity. These 
campaigns contributed to the introduction of the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1995, which made it unlawful to discriminate 
against people in respect of their disabilities in employment, the 
provision of goods and services, education, and transport.  

 Key events 
The 1990s saw great progress for racial equality across the 
world. In 1994, Nelson Mandela was released from prison after 
27 years and went on to become the president of South Africa. 
In 1995, Rosa Parks was awarded the Congressional Medal of 
Honour for her work against racism and in 1997, Kofi Annan was 
appointed Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

1990 – 99
disability discrimination act 1995
section 3a

meaning of “discrimination”
(1) ..., a person discriminates against a disabled person if—

(a)  for a reason which relates to the disabled person’s 
disability, he treats him less favourably than he treats 
or would treat others to whom that reason does not 
or would not apply, and

(b)  he cannot show that the treatment in question is 
justified.



In 1992, Press for Change, an activist group lobbying for the 
rights of transgender people, was set up; this marked the 
beginning of trans-visibility in the UK. The group wanted to try 
to obtain the right to change one’s name and sex on official 
documents. Manchester Metropolitan University’s own Professor 
Stephen Whittle has been at the forefront of a number of the 
ensuing legal challenges.

 children’s literature 
Children’s literature reflected these cultural changes, with black 
and ethnic minority characters regularly appearing in picture 
books. Mary Hoffman’s Amazing Grace (1991) uses the story of a 
black girl, who aspires to play Peter Pan in a school production, 
to tackle questions of racial discrimination and gender equality.

The moves towards integrating disabled people into society 
were also reflected in several children’s books published during 
this period: Verna Wilkins’ Boots for a Bridesmaid (1995) and Are 
We There Yet? (1995) both contain disabled characters, although 
their respective disabilities are not central to either story.

social attitudes 
During the 1990s, the fight for sexual orientation equality 
continued with many famous people coming out as homosexual 
or bisexual, including American singers k. d. lang and Melissa 
Etheridge, MPs Chris Smith and Angela Eagle, and British singer 
George Michael. In 1992, homosexuality was removed from the 
World Health Organisation’s list of psychiatric diagnoses and, in 
1994, the age of consent for homosexual sex was lowered from 
21 to 18. Despite these changes, homophobia continued to be 
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a problem; in 1999, a bomb exploded in a gay bar in 
Soho, killing three people and injuring others.

Britain was reminded of the ongoing problem of violent 
racism when in 1993, a gang of white men murdered 
the black teenager Stephen Lawrence. The failures in 
the subsequent police investigation led his parents to 
become important campaigners for justice, and the 
eventual report into the case criticised the police for 
being institutionally racist.

Feminist activists continued to work on a wide range 
of topics during this time. These included Manchester 
Justice for Women who campaigned for justice for 
women who have killed men who have been violent 
towards them.  

Protest banner, 
c.1995. Private 
collection.  



 Key legislation 
In 2000, the Race Relations (Amendment) Act created a public 
sector duty to promote equality, and the Disability Discrimination 
Act 2005 introduced similar requirements. However, much of 
the earlier legislation was replaced by the unified Equality Act 
2010, which covers nine protected characteristics: age, disability, 
gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy 
and maternity, race, religion or belief (including lack of belief), 
sex, and sexual orientation. The Act protects people from 
direct and indirect discrimination resulting from any of these 
characteristics.

The past 15 years have seen some of the most important 
changes to Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) 
equality in history. In 2000, the age of consent for homosexual 
relationships was lowered from 18 to 16 in the Sexual Offences 
(Amendment) Act 2000. In 2004, the first right to register a gay 
relationship was created with the Civil Partnership Act 2004. 
In the same year, the Gender Recognition Act 2004 allowed 
transgender people to obtain a new birth certificate and 
have better legal rights in their acquired gender. In 2013, the 
Marriage (Same-Sex Couples) Act gave gay people the right to 
marry in Great Britain.  

 Key events 
In 2005, the free transgender festival Sparkle was launched in 
Manchester as a celebration of the Trans community. Sparkle is 
now the world’s largest annual transgender event.

2000 – present day



 children’s literature 
Following the repeal of Section 28 (of the Local 
Government Act) in 2003, there has been an increasing 
presence of LGBT characters and themes within books 
for children and young adults. Justin Richardson’s And 
Tango Makes Three (2005) focuses on the relationship 
of two male penguins who raise a chick together, 
while Marcus Ewart’s 10,000 Dresses (2011) is one of 
the first children’s books to deal with gender identity. 
James Dawson’s non-fiction guide, This Book is Gay 
(2014) is particularly interesting as Dawson answers 
many questions about the process of coming out and 
being gay in a way which would have been illegal under 
Section 28.
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social attitudes
Despite the progress made over the past 150 years, inequalities 
still exist in UK society. There are huge gaps in access to housing, 
transport, work and food. The gender pay-gap still persists, with 
women paid, on average, 19.1% less than their male colleagues. 
Groups like the Truth About Rape Campaign work for justice for 
women and girls who have experienced sexual offences. Racial 
tensions persist and concerns about asylum seekers create yet 
further prejudices. Disabled people can be amongst the poorest 
in British society. Although increasingly diverse, characters 
in books intended for children and young adults are still 
predominantly white and able-bodied, engage in heterosexual 
relationships, and gender stereotypes thrive. 

So, Are We There Yet?  
In short, no.  We have come far, but we have far to go. 

This guide has been written by Dr Kate Cook, Senior Lecturer at 
Manchester Law School; Dr Sarah May, Equality and Diversity  
Co-ordinator; and Cat Tucker, MMU Intern, Equality and Diversity.
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